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Discovery Communications, Inc. ("Discovery"), by its attorneys, hereby submits its

comments in the Commission's above-noted Notice of Inquiry ("NO!") regarding the

establishment of compatibility standards between cable systems and consumer electronics. In

particular, Discovery responds to the Commission's specific question as to how new

technologies such as Discovery's Your Choice Tvn" ("YCTV") can be affected by the

determinations it will reach in this proceeding. NOr at 13, n.19.

I. INTRODUCTION

Discovery owns and operates the Discovery Channel and The Learning Channel. The

Discovery Channel, founded in 1985, features nonfiction documentaries about science,

nature, technology, human events and history. It attempts to reach an audience not

adequately served by existing over-the-air broadcasters. The Discovery Channel now reaches



about 59 million subscribers and viewer polls demonstrate it is one of the most enjoyed and

appreciated cable networks in the country.

The Learning Channel was acquired by Discovery in 1991. It features educational

programs on subjects such as history, science, archeology, and anthropology for viewers of

all ages. It also provides six hours of commercial-free educational programming for

preschoolers every weekday morning. Discovery's mission for both channels is to use the

power of television to educate as well as entertain viewers.

Discovery is also deeply involved in developing a technologically advanced program

packaging and delivery system that will permit virtual video-on-demand and will also make

the emerging multi-channel video environment user friendly. This system, known as Your

Choice Tvn' ("YCTV"), is based on the latest advances in semiconductor manufacturing and

computer technology, as well as the most sophisticated digital compression techniques

available. It is a satellite-based interactive program package and reception system involving

not only a set-top terminal, but also a national operations center (which digitally compresses

and packages programming for transmission via a satellite).

YCTV is designed to give consumers the ability to receive and easily interact with

500 or more channels of programming. In such an environment viewers can be

overwhelmed by the sheer number of alternatives -- simply "grazing" through 500 channels

could take as much as 45 minutes. Thus, YCTV utilizes the 500 channels made possible by

compression techniques, a special user friendly interface with programming menus and an

"eye-off-the-remote" designed remote control unit so that viewers can effectively and quickly

evaluate their programming options and order their program of choice.
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Graphically created program and subject menus resident in a set-top terminal, will be

addressed and updated from the operations center. Subscribers, using their ergonomically-

designed remote controls, I will be able to scroll through menus and select and/or pre-

program the entertainment desired using either conventional channel numbers or subject and

program menus.

Along with the information regarding a subscriber's program selection, the YCTV

system also will capture and transmit all necessary billing information. The YCTV system

thus will allow consumers to select and order programming and provide billing information

to system operators instantaneously and efficiently. Five hundred channels of programming

scheduled in accordance with the YCTV plan and accessed through the YCTV system will

for the first time give the subscriber virtual video-on-demand. YCTV will fundamentally

alter how viewers receive and use video programming.

II. TO AVOID IMPEDING TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT, THE
COMMISSION SHOULD INSTITUTE AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Section 17 of the Cable Act is intended to foster and promote new technological

development in video delivery systems and ensure their widespread availability. In that

regard, the Commission's role to guarantee the compatibility of consumer equipment and

cable technology is critically important. The key to this task is the promulgation of policies

and rules that not only take into consideration today's technologies, but also those on the

horizon. Only in this way will the public benefit from an expanded selection of

programming and new services made possible by the new technologies.

I See Attachment A.
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It is critical for the Commission to ensure that, in achieving compatibility, it does not

inadvertently erect barriers to the development and implementation of new technologies and

services, such as Your Choice TV, designed to meet these consumer needs as they arise.

Discovery strongly urges that any rules promulgated by the Commission be sufficiently

flexible to allow technologies to develop -- rather than forcing technology to adapt to

regulations. Only in this way will consumers reap the benefits of future technological

developments.

The Commission has long recognized that the marketplace and market participants are

generally the most knowledgeable and the best mechanism for ensuring that consumers obtain

the services they desire. See,~, Car Locator Services, 30 RR 2d 1665 (1974). Indeed,

Congress explicitly recognized that the "ultimate solution of [the compatibility] issue requires

cooperation between the cable industry and the consumer electronics industry." H.R. Rep.

No. 628, 102d Cong., 2d Sess. 108 (1992). Section 17 has been designed to allow

representatives of the cable industry and the consumer electronics industry to work in close

consultation with the Commission in the development of the report to Congress. See

Conference Report on the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act of

1992, H.R. Rep. 102-862, at 89; see also NOI at 10, n.16. The Commission has noted that

the National Cable Television Association and Electronics Industry Association have already

established a joint cable/consumer equipment industry committee to investigate means for

assuring the compatibility sought by the Act. NOI at 13, n.15.
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Accordingly, in addition to working in close consultation with industry representatives

in developing the report to Congress, Discovery urges the Commission to consider

establishing a broad-based advisory committee or using regulatory negotiation in the

development of any regulations needed to ensure compatibility between consumer electronics

equipment and the cable industry. 1 In this way, the Commission can best ensure that its

regulations do not have the adverse effect of restricting technological advances by locking in

current technology that will inevitably become outmoded.

TIL CONCLUSION

Discovery respectfully urges the Commission to recognize that the public interest is

not served by ensuring technical compatibility between cable-provided and subscriber-

provided equipment at the cost of freezing technology. Standards established in this

1 The Commission recently followed such an approach in establishing regulations to
define technical rules appropriate to the provision of mobile-satellite services. ~ Public
Notice in CC Docket No. 92-166, 7 FCC Rcd 5241 (1992).
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proceeding need to ensure not only compatibility between various pieces of equipment, but

also the flexibility to allow for technological progress and future consumer demands.

Respectfully submitted,
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Your Choice TV""

Remote Control Unit

Attachment A



YOUR CHOICE

~
Discovery Communications, Inc., unveils Your Choice TlJTM, a new venturc
designed to organize the hundreds of additional video and interactivc
services made possible by digital compression. This simple-to-use system for
viewers will be operated by a single remote control device which will allow
access to a national menu system for the delivery of these new program
selection options.


